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It is with much sorrow that the parishioners of the diocese of 
Edmundston learned the sudden death of Father Almer Levasseur. 
He died, in Québec City on March 27, 2005. He was the son of 
Gérard Levasseur and Imelda Bouchard. He was born in 1937 in 
Saint-François-of-Madawaska, New Brunswick. He was the eldest of 
a family of 5 children: a brother and three sisters. After high school 
and collegial studies at the College of Sainte-Anne–de-la-Pocatière, 
he entered the seminary. He completed his theological studies and 
was ordained to the priesthood in 1962. 
 
Man of faith and engagement, he was ordained in the church of St-
François de Madawaska by Mgr J Roméo Gagnon. He was 
successively named vicar in the following parishes: Saint-Jacob, 
Saint-François, Saint-Basile, and Immaculée-Conception of 
Edmundston. He then became the parish priest of that parish as well 
as Saint-Quentin and Saint Martin's. At the 125e anniversary of the 
parish Immaculée-Conception of Edmundston, a supper for the 
benefit of volunteers was held on June 9, 2005. The committee, on 
behalf of all parishioners wished to express their recognition by 
presenting, posthumously, a laminated plaque to two members of his 
family, namely Jacques and Jacqueline. The plaque reads:” To 
deceased Father Almer Levasseur for his 19 years of dedicated 
religious service to the parish and his implication with the Boy Scout 
and Girl Guide movements “This ceremony was very moving for his 
brother and his sister as well as the people present. 
 
Priest devoted religiously and socially in volunteer work, he had 
been a diocesan chaplain for the preparation to the marriage services, 
he was also a chaplain of Scouts and Guides both at the local level 
and the district of Edmundston. He was a member of the Association 
of Scouts and Guides of Canada. At an international scout 
“Jamboree” held in Sweden in 1995, he received the highest national 
distinction for his activities. This honor was presented by the then 
General Governor, Mr. Edward R. Schreyer. It was a red badge sown 
on his shirt and named Anna Purna. He had also received in 1980 the 
Vanier Medal for his engagement and dedication as chaplain and 
organizer of the scout movement. This medal was presented to him 
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by Governor General Mrs. Jeanne Sauvé. His first years in the scouting movement had marked him 
because his belief in the founder’s philosophy. All he wanted was to help others "That the world is better 
because you had been there". Father Almer had endorsed this motto and wanted to share it with the 
young people. 
 
He spent his last years with the Marists Fathers in Quebec City. He was the chaplain of the Hospital 
complex and Health care facilities of the Côte de Beaupré. He found this work both pleasing and 
rewarding. In his younger age he had hesitated between choosing medicine or priesthood as a 
profession. He opted for healing the soul rather than the body.   
 
Father Almer Levasseur left too quickly, but the bonds of friendship which unite us will remain 
engraved in our heart of who knew and loved him. His funeral took place at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculée-Conception on April 2 2005. In attendance were members of his family, priests and many 
parishioners of the Edmundston diocese. Two delegations from Quebec of the Fathers Marists and 
secular priests of the diocese of Quebec also attended the ceremony. Father Almer is buried in Saint-
François-of-Madawaska, his native parish. 
 
He is mourned by a brother: Jacques from Laprairie, two sisters: Jacqueline (Jean-Jacques Guigné) of 
Laprairie, Quebec, and Marielle (Gilbert Leblanc) of Grande Digne, N-B.  Another sister, Géralda (Jean 
Gained) predeceased him 
 
  
  

 
 Father Almer Levasseur’s lineage 

 
Laurent Levasseur   1746-1726 
Pierre Levasseur      1679-1738 
Pierre 11 Levasseur      1707-1791 
Pierre 111 Levasseur    1746-1809 
Pierre 1V Levasseur     1794-????   
Édouard Levasseur       1821-1911 
Alarie-Hilaire Levasseur 1849-1918 
Ligourie Levasseur  1876-1951 
Gérard Levasseur   1910-1979 
Père Almer Levasseur            1937-2005 

 


